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SUBJECT y ‘Russimn lend-lesse vessels
REPERENCE 1+ Hemorandum of Lawreice R, Houston, dated

April 17, 1951, re Admiralty cases

1. With the concurrance of Wr. Wouston, todsy I followed up
his previous coaversation with Hr. “ichasl He Cardosc of the Legal
Advizerts Office, Department of State, conceming the question of
title to the lenv-~lease vessels now in peswession of the UPIR.

2. ¥Wr, Cerdozo resffirmed his opinion that the United Biates
government hap t3tle to the vessels which ca: be trensferred te
private individusls, MHe sald that the Ruszians had not claimed
title, bub merely asserted that the U. &, had given the Dritish s
better des) then we wers offepring then. They heve returned some
of the vessels which were subject to the ssme provisions of the
lendelease act ar those wileh they have rotmined., He wag nol carw
tain of the legal requirements wiich would have to be met in trans.
ferring the vessels to privete individusls, but thought thai the
trensaction would be handled by the Maritime ‘dminiatratdon.

3. He mentioned thaet the Tnited States had sgresd at one
time to sell the vessels to the USSR, eonditioned on & "prompt?
over all settlement of lendslears accounts, Although the USUR feels
thet the time for “prompt® action has not expived, the Unithd
States fesls otherwlss, snd hes demasded return of the wemsels.

. ¥r. Cardoso informed me that in some instmices the United
Btates may have given the USSH evidence of ¢itle to the vesruls
trmsforred wnder the lendwlease azreement, sco thet the vessels
eould pasethrough a Japanese blockade. However, Mr, (ardoso felt
thet despite any such documentary "evidence" of title which the
Russisng might have, the record is clesr thei the United States
has title and » right to the vessels.

S, Mo, Cerdoso ie obbtsininz for us the following information
concerning the vessels:

a. Dections of the lend-lease agresmant which govern the
return of the weossals,

b,  veviev of title transactlions snd vessel documenie-
tion prior to transfer to the VISR,
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¢s type of document exchanzed for the vessels at the time
of transfer, md ‘

ds 8 brief study of controlling acts snd the procadure
for transferring title from the United States o & private
sorpuretion.

6, He Pelt that the ider of having a private eorporstion
atteopt to reposvess the vessels was a good one, 8 it eliminated
the legel problems invelved in a suit by one government arainst

another, huil thought that the Rusaisn Government would elaim
soverelm Ismanity in sy event,
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